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IS  U.S.  SACRIFICING  LONG-RANGE  GOALS? 


The  movement  of  more  U.S.  troops  to  Vietnam  and 
the  landing  of  Marines  in  the  Dominican  Republic 
have  brought  increasing  concern  over  the  direction  of 
U.S.  foreign  policy.  According  to  the  President,  the 
People’s  Republic  of  China  apparently  wants  the  war 
in  Southeast  Asia  to  “continue  whatever  the  cost  to 
their  allies”  but  “the  communists  in  Vietnam  are  slowly 
beginning  to  realize  .  .  .  that  we  combine  unlimited 
patience  with  unlimited  resources  in  pursuit  of  an 
unwavering  purpose.  We  will  not  abandon  our  com¬ 
mitment  to  South  Vietnam.” 

In  speaking  of  the  Caribbean  action,  the  President  said 
the  landings  were  necessary  to  protect  American  lives 
and,  “The  American  nations  cannot,  must  not,  and  will 
not  permit  the  establishment  of  another  Communist 
government  in  the  Western  Hemisphere.” 

Many  members  of  the  world  community  have  criticized 
this  emphasis  on  unilateralism  and  anti-Communism. 
The  American  people  must  also  consider  their  effect 
on  our  basic  goal  of  a  world  community  under  law : 

How  have  U.S.  unilateral  actions  affected  international 
institutions?  Although  the  United  States  has  asked  UN 
assistance  in  the  economic  development  of  Southeast 
Asia,  the  Administration  has  discouraged  UN  partici¬ 
pation  in  crucial  political  decisions  affecting  that  area. 
It  has  opposed  UN  involvement  in  the  Dominican 
crisis.  UN  Secretary  General  U  Thant  said  on  May  22 
that  the  first  half  of  this  year  has  “witnessed  develop¬ 
ments  which  have  tended  to  undermine  the  position 
of  the  United  Nations  as  the  primary  agency  for  main¬ 
taining  international  peace  and  security.  .  .  .  The  role 
of  the  United  Nations  has  been  ignored  or  avoided  in 
the  settlement  of  some  recent  disputes,  thus  causing 
profound  uneasiness  in  the  minds  of  those  who  main¬ 
tain  that  the  United  Nations  represents  the  world’s  best 
hope  for  peace.” 

How  have  U.S.  actions  affected  the  peoples  of  other 
lands?  “Our  action  is  fateful,”  according  to  Rep.  John 
G.  Dow,  N.Y.,  “because  it  reveals  our  one  Nation  at¬ 
tempting  to  say,  ‘I  am  the  law’ — attempting  to  be  the 
judge  and  executioner  of  another  nation.  ...  It  is  said 
we  must  stop  communism.  I  hope  we  can.  But  can 
we  stop  it  by  fighting  the  people  we  want  to  win  for 
our  side?  .  .  .  Let  us  take  note  that  all  through  the 
years  of  Vietnam  fighting,  it  has  never  been  clear 


whether  the  Vietnam  people  wanted  to  be  saved  more 
from  communism  than  they  did  from  war.” 

“Unilateral  American  military  action  in  Asia  is  bound 
to  create  strength  for  communism,”  says  Sen.  Wayne 
Morse,  Ore.  “But  line  up  85,  90,  or  95  nations  under 
the  procedures  of  existing  international  law  to  keep 
the  peace  rather  than  to  make  war,  and  we  will  see  a 
turn  of  events  in  human  history  that  will  once  again 
return  us  to  the  road  of  peace.  .  .  .” 

Views  on  Vietnam 

When  the  President  asked  Congress  May  4,  1965,  to 
appropriate  an  “additional  $700  million  to  meet  mount¬ 
ing  military  requirements  in  Vietnam,”  only  10  Con¬ 
gressmen  voted  against  the  President’s  request,  but 
many  others  expressed  general  concern  over  U.S.  policy. 
“No”  votes  were  cast  by  Senators  Ernest  Gruening, 
Alaska;  Wayne  Morse,  Ore.;  Gaylord  Nelson,  Wis.;  and 
Representatives  George  Brown,  Calif.;  Phillip  Burton, 
Calif.;  John  Conyers,  Mich.;  John  Dow,  N.Y.;  Don 
Edwards,  Calif.;  Edith  Green,  Ore.;  and  William  Fitts 
Ryan,  N.Y. 

According  to  Rep.  Edith  Green,  “.  .  .  for  many,  many 
months  now  I  have  searched  for  every  possible  excuse 
to  support  my  Government.  ...  In  spite  of  the  shaky 
logic  of  the  ‘domino’  theory,  I  have  done  my  very  best 
to  believe  in  it;  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  people  of 
South  Vietnam  have  been  subjected  to  one  unpopular 
and  unstable  dictatorship  after  another,  I  have  done 


IN  MEMORIAM 

The  need  for  more  wholehearted  efforts  to  strengthen  in¬ 
ternational  institutions  and  build  a  world  of  law  and 
order  has  been  painfully  demonstrated  by  recent  statistics. 
About  4(X)  Americans,  more  than  100.000  Vietnamese 
combatants,  and  an  unknown  number  of  Vietnamese  ci¬ 
vilians  have  died  in  Vietnam  since  1%0.  In  many  in¬ 
stances  death  on  both  sides  has  come  from  decapitation 
or  torture  or  “partial  electrocution”  by  fellow  Vietna¬ 
mese,  or  burnings  from  U.S.  napalm  bombs. 

In  the  Dominican  Republic,  some  20  Americans  and  an 
estimated  .S(X)-1.500  Dominicans  have  been  killed  since  the 
end  of  April  1965. 
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my  best  to  believe  we  are  defending  their  freedom;  in 
spite  of  the  fact  that  we  have  violated  the  Geneva 
accords,  I  have  done  my  best  to  believe  this  was  justi¬ 
fied  because  the  North  Vietnamese  did  also  .  .  in  spite 
of  all  the  evidence  of  internal  discord  and  revolt  against 
the  governments  we  maintain  in  power,  I  have  done  my 
best  to  believe  this  is  what  the  Vietnamese  people  really 
want  us  to  do —  but,  .  .  .  there  is  a  point  beyond  which 
credibility  simply  will  not  stretch — and  it  is  that  some¬ 
how  by  waging  a  wider  war  we  pursue  a  policy  of 
peace.”  [Write  for  FCNL  debate  summary.] 

Doiiiiiiicaii  Republic 

In  late  April,  Dominican  rebels  tried  to  reinstall  the 
democratically  elected  Juan  Bosch  who  was  driven 
from  the  Presidency  in  1963.  During  the  fighting,  the 
military-backed  junta  ruling  the  country  told  the  United 
States  it  could  no  longer  guarantee  the  safety  of  Ameri¬ 
cans,  and  nearly  23,000  U.S.  troops  were  moved  in  to 
protect  lives  and  block  the  rebellion. 

The  U.S.  action  has  been  criticized  by  many  Latin 
countries,  such  as  Peru,  Colombia,  Chile,  Venezuela, 
Uruguay,  Ecuador,  Brazil,  Mexico  and  Costa  Rica  as 
violating  the  Charter  of  the  Organization  of  American 
States  (OAS)  which  specifies  that  no  state  should  “in¬ 
tervene,  ...  for  any  reason  whatever,  in  the  internal 
or  external  affairs  of  any  other  State.”  The  OAS  sent  a 
Peace  Mission  to  the  Dominican  Republic  in  early  May 
and  later  reluctantly  agreed,  under  U.S.  prodding,  to 
move  an  Inter-American  Police  Force  into  Santo  Do¬ 
mingo.  Although  the  United  States  opposed  any  UN 
involvement  on  the  grounds  that  the  OAS  could  handle 
the  situation,  the  UN  finally  asserted  its  jurisdiction, 
negotiated  a  temporary  cease-fire  to  permit  removal  of 
the  dead  and  wounded,  and  later  called  for  a  perma¬ 
nent  cease-fire. 

According  to  some  diplomats,  U.S.  insistence  upon  re¬ 
gional  jurisdiction  in  this  matter  could  pose  serious 
problems  for  the  future,  if  African  countries  decide  to 
follow  the  U.S.  precedent  and  move  into  South  Africa 
without  regard  to  the  United  Nations. 

“Our  action  .  .  said  Rep.  Robert  Leggett,  Calif.,  “can 
be  perhaps  justified  as  a  lifesaving  mission.  As  action 
to  stem  a  Communist  threat,  I  think  we  are  on  tenuous 
ground.  .  .  .  While  the  United  States  should  adopt  a 
modern-day  Monroe  Doctrine  of  protecting  the  Ameri¬ 
cas  from  forceful  intrusion  of  communism  by  a  mi¬ 
nority,  I  do  not  believe  we  should  intrude  where  a 
majority  of  a  people  express  themselves  in  any  direc¬ 
tion  by  a  rebellion,  election,  or  otherwise.” 

Sen.  Joseph  Clark,  Pa.,  told  his  colleagues  May  14  that 
“there  is  a  very  grave  question  as  to  whether  or  not 
there  is  now  or  ever  was  a  genuine  threat  of  a  commu¬ 
nist  coup.  ...  In  my  opinion,  for  every  Communist  .  .  . 
we  rout  out  or  kill  ...  we  make  100  and  perhaps  1,000 
other  Communists  by  the  ruthless  methods  of  our  in¬ 
tervention  ...  in  violation  of  our  treaty  commitments. 
...  I  believe  we  ought  to  look  pretty  carefully  ...  to 
the  charge  .  .  .  that  the  real  force  behind  the  counter¬ 
revolution  .  .  .  are  economic  interests,  American  and 
Dominican  alike,  .  .  .  which  are  concerned  lest  a  liberal 
government  come  into  office  with  power  to  enforce  a 
badly  and  long  needed  land  reform,  to  see  that  ade¬ 
quate  taxes  are  collected  from  the  very  rich  .  .  .  and 


Interfaith  Vigil  at  the  Pentagon,  -May,  1965,  to  express  the  “desire  of 
the  American  people  for  a  peaceful  settlement  in  Vietnam.” 


to  assure  that  in  due  course  we  can  have  a  Government 
which  is  not  controlled  by  a  military  junta.  .  .  .” 


ACTION’  IMPER.4TIVE  to  stem  the  U.S.  trend 
toward  unilateral  action  anil  to  stop  the  movement  of 
more  troops  to  South  Vietnam.  Wire  the  President  and 
your  Senators. 

BEYOND  THE  CRISES 

During  this  crisis  period,  the  Senate  Foreign  Relations 
Committee  held  hearings  May  11  and  12  on  the  Plan¬ 
ning  for  Peace  Resolution,  S.Con.Res.  32,  by  Sen. 
Clark  and  25  other  Senators.  Supporting  witnesses  in¬ 
cluded:  the  Commission  to  Study  the  Organization  of 
Peace,  the  United  World  Federalists,  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren,  the  Unitarian  Universalist  Association,  the 
Y.W.C.A.,  SANE,  ADA,  the  Cooperative  League,  and 
the  FCNL. 

FCNL  witness  William  Huntington  told  the  Committee 
that  “One  of  the  greatest  weaknesses  in  U.S.  foreign 
policy  is  the  lack  of  adequate  planning  for  peace.  .  .  . 
The  President’s  own  words  succinctly  point  out  our 
failure  to  make  the  UN  the  instrument  for  peace-keep¬ 
ing  it  was  meant  to  be.  In  his  message  to  Congress 
May  4,  1965,  speaking  of  our  engagement  in  Vietnam, 
he  said:  ‘there  are  those  who  ask  why  this  responsi¬ 
bility  should  be  ours.  The  answer  is  simple.  There 
is  no  one  else  who  can  do  the  job.’  In  a  world  which 
cries  out  for  effective  international  arrangements  for 
providing  general  security  [such]  a  unilateral  policy  is 
neither  politically  acceptable  nor  feasible.”  [Testimony 
available  from  FCNL.] 

Sen.  Clark  said:  “.  .  .  our  friends  from  the  [Department 
of]  State  and  from  ACDA  are  .  .  .  going  to  tell  us  they 
are  planning.  .  .  .  What  their  planning  and  thinking  is, 
1  am  afraid,  is  just  how  to  put  out  that  brush  fire  that 
started  yesterday  rather  than  how  we  are  going  to  clear 
the  woods  so  there  will  not  be  any  more  brush  fires.” 
S.Con.Res.  32  is  still  in  Committee. 


L 


FCNL  Washington  Newsletter,  June  1%3 


Page  3 


Other  Action  on  Capitol  Hill 


Civil  Rights.  The  Administration’s  voting  rights  bill,  in 
its  strengthened  and  amended  form,  has  passed  the 
Senate.  It  now  faces  21  days  in  the  House  Rules  Com¬ 
mittee  before  House  debate  can  begin  in  mid-June. 

Southern  amendments  to  weaken  the  bill  and  amend¬ 
ments  by  a  bi-partisan  liberal  group  to  strengthen  it 
have  slowed  final  action  in  both  Houses.  The  Senate 
narrowly  rejected  an  outright  ban  on  poll  taxes  in  State 
and  local  elections,  49-45,  and  approved  instead  a  Con¬ 
gressional  declaration  that  poll  taxes  infringe  on  the 
constitutional  right  to  vote,  69-20.  The  Senate  accepted 
amendments  ( 1 )  authorizing  the  Attorney  General  to 
send  poll  watchers  to  states  and  counties  practicing 
discrimination,  and  (2)  enfranchising  non-English 
speaking  citizens  who  have  the  equivalent  of  a  sixth 
to  eighth  grade  education. 

The  Senate  vote  on  passage  was  made  possible  by  a 
cloture  petition  filed  May  21  and  passed  May  25. 

Foreign  Ai<l.  The  House  passed  the  foreign  aid  bill, 
H.R.  7750,  by  a  249-148  vote  May  25.  H.R.  7750  would 
make  possible  a  total  appropriation  of  $3,367,670,000, 
or  only  $12.7  million  less  than  the  President’s  $3,380,- 
370,000  request. 

The  Senate  bill,  which  totals  $28.2  million  less  than 
the  President  requested,  is  scheduled  for  floor  debate 
sometime  after  Memorial  Day.  S.  1837  calls  for  a 
Foreign  Aid  Planning  Committee  to  propose  a  new  aid 
program  to  begin  in  July  1967.  This  proviso  is  not  con¬ 
tained  in  the  House  bill.  H.R.  7750  includes,  as  the 
Senate  bill  does  not,  the  “blank  check”  authorization 


sought  by  the  President  for  military  and  economic  aid 
to  Southeast  Asia. 

International  Coffee  Agreement.  The  International  Cof¬ 
fee  Agreement  Act  of  1965,  authorizing  U.S.  participa¬ 
tion  in  the  Agreement  until  1968,  has  been  sent  to  the 
President  following  Senate  concurrence  in  House 
amendments  to  the  Administration  bill,  S.  701. 

Civil  Defense.  In  mid-May  the  House  cut  the  $193.9 
million  budget  request  of  the  Office  of  Civil  Defense 
by  54%  ,  placed  a  limitation  on  the  amount  of  money 
the  OCD  could  spend  for  travel  and  printing  costs  in 
fiscal  1966,  and  called  for  a  reduction  in  the  number 
of  high  salary  positions  carried  by  the  Agency. 

In  reporting  on  these  cuts,  the  House  Appropriations 
Committee  pointed  out  that  the  U.S.  Government  has 
allocated  more  than  $1.3  billion  to  civil  defense  pur¬ 
poses  since  1951.  This  is  undoubtedly  a  minimal  fig¬ 
ure  since  additional  sums  have  been  spent  for  the  Office 
of  Emergency  Planning  and  medical  stockpiles. 

The  Draft.  The  Pentagon  study,  which  will  probably 
be  sent  to  the  Secretary  of  Defense  in  June,  is  expected 
to  call  for  continuation  of  the  draft.  A  major  factor 
would  seem  to  be  the  high  cost  of  providing  enough 
salary  and  other  incentives  to  attract  additional  en¬ 
listees.  The  cost  of  such  incentives  has  been  variously 
estimated  at  from  $3  to  $5  million  a  year. 

Other  factors  include  the  fact  that  the  Pentagon  report 
comes  at  a  time  of  international  crisis  when  the  Navy 
is  appealing  to  officers  and  enlisted  men  to  extend 
their  tours  of  duty  voluntarily. 


A  NEW  CHINA  POLICY 


“No  one  really  knows  how  China  would  respond 
to  a  sustained  U.S.  effort  to  reach  a  peaceful 
settlement  through  negotiations.  However,  even 
if  China  responded  entirely  negatively  the  United 
States  would  be  in  a  better  position  having  tried 
to  negotiate  and  China’s  neighbors  would  not  be 
worse  off  because  the  effort  had  been  made.” 

A  New  China  Policy:  Some  Quaker  Proposals,  a 
report  prepared  for  the  American  Friends  Service 
Committee,  puts  forward  the  above  viewpoint  on 
the  basis  of  the  following  assumptions :  1 )  the 
essential  unity  of  mankind;  2)  the  moral  capacity 
of  the  Chinese;  3)  the  consistency  of  ends  gnd 
means;  4)  the  rightness  of  cooperation  with  the 
positive  forces  of  social  change;  5)  improvement 
is  possible;  and  6)  the  importance  of  maintaining 
a  capacity  for  flexibility. 

A  number  of  steps  toward  reconciliation  with 
China  are  suggested.  The  United  States  should 
1 )  halt  military  threats  and  incursions  against 
the  mainland  by  Taiwan,  2)  acknowledge  the 
People’s  Republic  of  China  as  the  government  of 


China,  3)  demonstrate  our  concern  for  the  well¬ 
being  of  China,  4)  end  restrictions  on  communi¬ 
cations  and  exchange  with  the  People’s  Republic, 

5)  end  special  restrictions  on  trade  with  China, 

6 )  declare  our  readiness  to  join  China  in  projects 
of  mutual  advantage  and  concern,  and  7)  prepare 
for  negotiations  on  mutual  problems. 

The  booklet  devotes  other  chapters  to  the  problems 
and  advantages  of  communicating  with  China 
through  the  United  Nations  and  of  resolving  the 
Taiwan  problem.  Both  of  these  require  recogni¬ 
tion  of  the  People’s  Republic  of  China  as  the  gov¬ 
ernment  of  China,  the  booklet  says.  “Settlement 
of  the  issue  of  Taiwan  is  one  key  to  peace  in  East 
Asia.  It  may  be  the  key  to  peace  for  all  mankind,” 
it  states. 

The  report,  written  by  a  15-member  working  party 
on  China  policy,  was  published  by  Yale  Univer¬ 
sity  Press  and  is  available  from  the  American 
Friends  Service  Committee,  Philadelphia,  for 
$1.00,  including  postage. 
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Speaking  Truth  to  Power.  More  than  550  people  from 
28  states  and  21  religious  groups  expressed  their  con¬ 
cern  over  escalation  of  the  war  in  Vietnam  in  a  six- 
hour  vigil  at  the  Pentagon,  May  12.  The  vigil  was 
preceded  by  a  three-and-one-half  mile  march  from 
downtown  Washington.  Ministers,  Rabbis,  Bishops 
and  lay  churchmen  came  from  as  far  away  as  Califor¬ 
nia,  New  Mexico  and  Colorado  to  express  the  hope 
that  unconditional  discussion  will  be  continually 
sought,  and  to  support  the  President’s  program  of  in¬ 
ternational  cooperation  for  human  welfare  and  eco¬ 
nomic  development  in  Southeast  Asia.  Representatives 
of  the  group  talked  with  Secretary  of  Defense  Robert 
S.  McNamara  for  70  minutes.  C  Edward  Behre,  chair¬ 
man  of  FCNL’s  personnel  committee,  was  vigil  coordi¬ 
nator,  and  Frances  Neely  and  Edward  Snyder  served 
on  the  planning  committee. 

Witnessing  on  the  Hill.  Sixty  Christian  and  Jewish 
leaders  from  13  states  and  14  religious  groups  came  to 
Washington  May  4-6  to  express  concern  over  the  war 
in  Vietnam  to  members  of  Congress  and  the  Adminis¬ 
tration.  The  group  met  with  Vice  President  Hubert 
Humphrey,  visited  many  members  of  the  House  and 
Senate,  and  sat  in  on  Senate  debate  on  the  $700  mil¬ 
lion  appropriation  for  Vietnam.  FCNL  actively  par¬ 
ticipated  in  coordinating  the  visitation. 

Washington  Provides  National  Classroom.  An  estimated 
3,000  students  and  professors  participated  in  a  day¬ 
long  national  teach-in  at  Washington’s  Sheraton-Park 
Hotel,  May  15,  where  Administration  policies  in  Viet¬ 
nam  were  applauded  and  denounced  by  panels  of  nota¬ 
bles  from  around  the  country. 

National  Focus  on  China.  Approximately  800  people 
from  as  far  away  as  Alaska  and  California  attended 
the  national  conference  on  the  United  States  and  China 
in  Washington,  April  29-30.  More  than  25  speakers 


presented  a  number  of  views  on  U.S. -China  relations 
to  stimulate  intelligent  discussion  of  the  subject.  The 
conference  received  nationwide  attention  through 
Voice  of  America,  educational  TV  coverage  and  press 
coverage  in  The  Nation,  The  New  Republic,  and  The 
Washington  Post.  Cecil  Thomas,  former  FCNL  Friend 
in  Washington  from  San  Francisco,  Calif.,  was  Con¬ 
ference  Executive  Secretary,  and  Raymond  Wilson 
served  on  the  program  committee. 

Regulation  of  Firearms.  “In  a  country  in  which  more 
than  half  the  8,500  murders  each  year  are  committed 
by  firearms  ...  in  which  half  the  20,000  suicides  each 
year  are  committed  by  firearms  ...  in  which  216  law 
enforcement  officers  have  been  murdered  with  fire¬ 
arms  in  the  past  four  years  .  .  .  which  has  lost  four 
Presidents  to  assassins’  bullets  .  .  .  congressional  action 
is  called  for  now.” — Attorney  General  Nicholas  deB. 
Katzenbach  before  a  Senate  subcommittee.  May  19. 

Problems  of  Living  in  Washington.  “It’s  not  a  home. 
It’s  a  place  where  you  go  when  you  finish  work,”  said 
President  Johnson  in  reference  to  the  White  House 
during  a  recent  press  interview.  He  mentioned  that 
airplanes  sometimes  wake  him  up  at  5  a.m.,  thousands 
of  tourists  walk  “right  under  your  bed”  by  8  a.m.,  and 
when  he  tries  to  take  a  nap.  Lady  Bird,  Laurence 
Rockefeller  and  80  women  are  in  the  next  room  talking 
about  how  the  daffodils  are  doing  on  Pennsylvania 
Avenue. 


The  Friends  Committee  on  National  Legislation 
includes  Friends  appointed  by  20  of  the  26  Friends  Yearly 
Meetings  and  10  Friends  organizations  in  the  United  States. 
Expressions  of  views  in  the  FCNL  Jf'aghington  ISewsletter 
are  guided  by  the  Statement  of  Policy  prepared  and  ap¬ 
proved  by  the  Committee.  Seeking  to  follow  the  leadings 
of  the  Spirit,  the  FC.NL  speaks  for  itself  and  for  like- 
minded  Friends.  No  organization  can  speak  ofiieially  for 
the  Religious  Society  of  Friends. 

FCNL  WASHINGTON  NEWSLETTER.  Editors:  E.  Raymond 
Wilson,  Edward  F.  Snyder,  Frances  Neely,  Judy  Starbuck. 
243  Second  St.,  N.E.,  Washington,  D.C.,  20002.  Subscrip¬ 
tion  S.3.00  per  year.  Published  monthly.  Second  class  post¬ 
age  paid  at  Washington,  D.C. 


FCNL  ACTION  Bulletins— Back¬ 
ground  information  and  action  sugges¬ 
tions  for  I^eusletter  subscribers,  issued 
irregularly  as  need  arises. 

Bulletins  cover  foreign  policy  and 
domestic  human  rights  issues,  includ¬ 
ing  disarmament.  UN  affairs,  economic 
aid,  agricultural  surpluses,  conscription, 
civil  rights,  civil  liberties,  immigration 
and  refugees,  and  -American  Indians. 

—  Will  you  take  action?  Check  here 
and  return  to  FCNL  w  ith  your  name 
and  address  at  right. 


FRIENDS  COMMITTEE 
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21.5  Second  Street,  N.E. 
Washington.  D.C.  20002 
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